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The ancient burgh seal of Linlithgow. 
 
 

 
! ƳƻŘŜǊƴ ƛƴǘŜǊǇǊŜǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ψ.ƭŀŎƪ 
.ƛǘŎƘΩ ǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōǳǊƎƘ ǎŜŀƭΣ ƴƻǿ 
used on street nameplates (JA). 

 
 

 
Linlithgow Palace and Loch (CS). 
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INTRODUCTION 
 
This portfolio is primarily aimed at informing the judges in the 2010 Beautiful 
Scotland awards scheme, but it also acts as a review of environmental 
achievements to date.  After the introductory sections, it is arranged to fully 
address the headings under which the Beautiful Scotland judges will make their 
assessment, thus some degree of repetition is inevitable.  ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ [ƛƴƭƛǘƘƎƻǿΩǎ ŦƻǳǊǘƘ 
submission for a Beautiful Scotland award. 
 
 
 

The Royal Burgh of Linlithgow  
 
LƛƴƭƛǘƘƎƻǿ ƛǎ ŀ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ ǘƻǿƴΣ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎŀƭƭȅ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ {ŎƻǘƭŀƴŘΩǎ ŎŜƴǘǊŀƭ ōŜƭǘΣ 
between Edinburgh, Glasgow and Stirling.  Dramatically situated between 
Linlithgow Loch and the rising ground to the south, the town was first mentioned in 
a charter of 1138 and created a Royal Burgh in 1389.  Its royal palace gave the town 
a prominent role in Scottish history and, by the 15th and 16th centuries, Linlithgow 
had reached the peak of its influence, prosperity and architectural achievement.  
The loss of both royal patronage after the Union of the Crowns in 1603 and its 
coastal trading monopoly led to a decline in its fortunes, although its role as the 
county town of Linlithgowshire or West Lothian, plus leather, distilling and 
papermaking industries, sustained the community over the following centuries.  
The Union Canal, opened in 1822, briefly provided transport from the coalfields and 
quarries of West Lothian to Edinburgh and Glasgow.  With the opening of the 
railway in 1842, the canal went into decline but has been revived in recent times by 
the British Waterways Board and a local volunteer group (the Linlithgow Union 
Canal Society) and now provides an excellent and attractive amenity for the town. 
 
The loch and the surrounding Peel, managed by Historic Scotland, are an important 
part of Linlithgow life, popular for walking, fishing and sailing.  The silhouette of 
[ƛƴƭƛǘƘƎƻǿ tŀƭŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ {ǘ aƛŎƘŀŜƭΩǎ tŀǊƛǎƘ /ƘǳǊŎƘ with its modern spire form an 
iconic nationally-recognised image which has been adopted as part of the logo for 
the Burgh Beautiful campaign.  The town traditionally had two coats of arms 
reflecting the two sides of the burgh seal, one depicting St Michael slaying the 
dragon and the other depicting a black hunting dog, the waters of the loch and an 
oak tree from which bark was taken for tanning.  The dog on the seal gave rise to 
the local legend of the Black Bitch.  Both images can be seen in many places around 
the town.  People born in Linlithgow όƴƻǿ ǇŜǊƘŀǇǎ ǿƛŘŜƴŜŘ ǘƻ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ǘƘŜ {ǘ WƻƘƴΩǎ 
Hospital in Livingston) are proud to be known as Ψōlack bitchesΩ. 
 
Today, Linlithgow is a popular dormitory town with electronics and public 
administration as its main sources of employment.  Such is its popularity as a place 
to live, the population has risen from 4,570 in 1951 to 13,370 at the most recent 
census in 2001, since when planning policies and lack of infrastructure have 
curtailed growth.  The town supports a notably wide variety of clubs, societies and 
voluntary organisations. 
 
 
 

Burgh Beautiful  
 
Burgh Beautiful is an environmental campaign established by Linlithgow Civic Trust 
in 2004 with the aim of maintaining and improving the local environment. An initial 
public meeting attracted about 50 participants and led to the creation of a steering 
group of about ten people (which functions as a Sub-Committee of Linlithgow Civic 
Trust) and a number of group and individual volunteers. 
 
Burgh Beautiful and West Lothian Council work together in close co-operation to 
make Linlithgow a cleaner, brighter and more welcoming place for both residents 
and visitors.  Floral displays around the town, together with well kept parks and 
green spaces, combine with the recreational amenities of Linlithgow Loch and the 
Union Canal to make Linlithgow an attractive town.  West Lothian Council and the 
recently-established Linlithgow Climate Challenge group are working successfully to 
promote recycling, composting and greater awareness of litter, and all five primary 
schools and Linlithgow Academy have achieved success in the Eco-Schools Awards.  
Working with community groups, interested individuals and the schools, the Burgh 
Beautiful campaign aims to encourage a greater awareness of the landscape and 



 

 

  
New circular logo for the Burgh 
Beautiful campaign, already used for 
markers indicating its sponsorship of 
Ƴƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿƴΩǎ ƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ ōŀǎƪŜǘǎ 
for summer 2010 (NS). 
 
 

 
Sunset over Linlithgow Loch, 
November 2009, showing the 
silhouette of parish church and 
palace which has been adopted as 
the basic logo of Burgh Beautiful for a 
number of years (RS). 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Kirkgate, Linlithgow, May 2009, (CS). 

built environment, and increase civic pride in our historic town.  Both Linlithgow 
Civic Trust and Burgh Beautiful are represented on the Linlithgow and Linlithgow 
Bridge Town Management Group and, as a result, have been influential on such 
ƳŀǘǘŜǊǎ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ΨƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜΩ ƭƛƎƘǘƛƴƎΣ ōŀƴƴŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ ōŀǎƪŜǘǎΣ ǘƘŜ 
selection and location of street furniture including planters, the establishment of a 
new heritage trail, and the upgrading of the public realm with Caithness stone. 
 
Progress over the Past Year 
Lŀǎǘ ǎǳƳƳŜǊΩǎ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ŀ {ƛƭǾŜǊ !ǿŀǊŘ ŦǊƻƳ .ŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭ {ŎƻǘƭŀƴŘ ǿŀǎ ŀƴ 
encouraging basis for the re-establishment of Burgh Beautiful as an active 
campaign.  A well-attended special meeting of Linlithgow Civic Trust on 29 October 
2009 decided that Burgh Beautiful would remain as an integral part of the Trust.  
¢ƘŜ ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴΩǎ ǎǘŜŜǊƛƴƎ ƎǊƻǳǇ ǿŀǎ ƛƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŜƭȅ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘŜƴŜŘ ƛƴ ƴǳƳōŜǊǎΣ ŜƭŜŎǘƛƴƎ 
Ron Smith as chairman, John Carswell as vice-chairman and Chris Long as secretary, 
plus seven other members.  At present, there are 24 volunteers specifically 
registered with Burgh Beautiful, but the campaign has call on the assistance of 238 
individual members of Linlithgow Civic Trust (in 162 households) which represents a 
ǊŜƭŀǘƛǾŜƭȅ ƘƛƎƘ ǇǊƻǇƻǊǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿƴΩǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ŀ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƻŦ ƛǘǎ ǎƛȊŜ. 
 
The revitalised Burgh Beautiful was immediately focussed on fund raising, with a 
particularly successful Advent Fair raffle amassing nearly £1,000.  A register of all 
significant planted areas in the town, identifying maintenance responsibility, is now 
maintained (see Appendix 1)Σ ŀƴŘ .ǳǊƎƘ .ŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭΩǎ нлмл Ǉƭŀƴǘ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜƳŜƴǘǎ were 
ordered via the Council in order to achieve economies of scale.  Burgh Beautiful is 
funding the planting, installation and watering ƻŦ рл ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǳƳƳŜǊΩǎ ŦƭƻǊŀƭ ƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ 
ōŀǎƪŜǘǎ ƛƴ {ǘ bƛƴƛŀƴΩǎ wƻŀŘΣ ǘƘŜ ǿŜǎǘ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ IƛƎƘ {ǘǊŜŜǘ and at Low 
Port/Blackness Road, and this sponsorship is marked and publicised by logo discs 
between the baskets, kindly funded by means of disbursements from the three 
local councillors.  We are also taking on the co-ordination of community and 
business sponsorship of the baskets over future winter and summer seasons.  The 
spring and early summer of 2010 have seen the success of the annual spring clean 
event, the annual fund-raising dog show, the annual plant sale and the first in a 
planned series of community planting events. 
 
 
 

The Role of West Lothian Council 
 
West Lothian Council partners and assists the Burgh Beautiful campaign in several 
ways, aiming to engage all sections of the community in the enhancement of 
Linlithgow.  ¢ƘŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ, roads and lighting officers have been 
instrumental in many of the recent environmental initiatives.  Through its Land 
Services and dedicated Neighbourhood Environment Team of three staff, the 
Council provides the back-ǳǇ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿƴΩǎ annual spring clean, the formation of 
new areas of planting and the involvement of schools in combating litter.  The 
tidiness of the town is ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŀōƭȅ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘŀǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ǳƴƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƛǘǎ 
ground maintenance and street cleansing functions, and the Neighbourhood 
Environment Team acts as a rapid response unit, dealing quickly with enquiries and 
issues raised by members of the public, community groups and local councillors.  
The team can be contacted through a freephone number, aiming to respond within 
three working days, or 24 hours if the complaint relates to the removal of offensive 
graffiti.  Its key duties relate to: 
ω the removal of graffiti 
ω Ǌapid removal of litter and fly tipping 
ω Ǌemoval of abandoned vehicles 
ω ƭandscape improvement works 
ω Ŝmergency repairs to hard-standing areas, and 
ω Ǉartnering community groups in improvement projects. 
The availability of the Neighbourhood Environment Team has been particularly 
successful in maintaining and improving the character and appearance of 
[ƛƴƭƛǘƘƎƻǿΦ  ¢ƘŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ [ŀƴŘ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŜƳǇƭƻȅ 9nvironmental Enforcement 
Officers who issue fixed penalty notices for environmental offences such as 
littering, fly tipping, graffiti, dog fouling and fly posting.  They also have an 
educational liaison role between schools and the public.  All of the Council staff 
involved very much enjoy helping to improve the town and are positively motivated 
by the positive feedback received from the public. 
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CHOICE OF PLANTS,  
SUMMER 2010 
 
Hanging Baskets (Burgh Beautiful 
50) 
Petunia Surfinia Giant Purple 
Bacopa Snowflake white (similar 
to Bahia Blanca below) 
Geranium Zonal Sidonia (similar to 
Pentland Hot Pink below) 
 
Hanging Baskets (West Lothian 
Council 32) 
Begonia F1 Illumination (trailing) 
salmon pink 
Bacopa Bahia Blanca 
Geranium Pentland Apple Blossom 
 
Edges of planters 
Petunia Surfinia Giant Purple 
Petunia Surfinia White  
Bacopa Bahia Blanca 
Lophospernum Summer Cream 
Lobelia Trailing Fountain Crimson 
 
General Bedding including centres 
of planters 
Alyssum Golf White 
Aster Roundabout Mixed 
Begonia Semperflorens F1 Bada 
Boom scarlet (bronze leaf) 
Begonia F1 Non-Stop Bright Rose 
Cineraria Cirrus 
Cosmos Sonata Carmine 
Fuchsia Deep Purple 
(white/purple) 
Geranium Pentland Apple Blossom 
Geranium Pentland Hot Pink 
Lobelia Cambridge Blue bedding* 
Lobelia Rosamund bedding 
Marigold French Hero Yellow* 
Petunia F1 Pentland Multiflora ς 
blueΣ ǊŜŘ ŀƴŘ ΨǾŜƭǾŜǘΩ 
Nicotiana F1 Saratoga lime 
Salvia Splendens Mojave 
 
*Non-theme colours relate to 
ΨDǳƛŘŜΩ ōŜŘ ŀǘ ¢ƘŜ ±ŜƴƴŜƭ 
 
 
 

 
Winter planting in hanging baskets 
on recently-erected heritage lamp-
posts at Low Port, April 2010 (RS). 
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SECTION A ς HORTICULTURAL ACHIEVEMENT 
 

A1. Impact 
 
There are around 50 planted areas or features in Linlithgow, details of which are 
given in the table in Appendix 1 and the accompanying map.  These range in scale 
from small groups of barrels to large swathes of daffodils, and are well distributed 
throughout the town. 
 
Burgh Beautiful itself has direct responsibility for approximately 10 flowerbeds or 
horticultural displays, 55 barrels and planters, and, as from summer 2010, 50 
hanging baskets.  Over the winter 24 of the baskets were planted with winter 
ōŜŘŘƛƴƎΣ ŀƴŘ нс ƘŀŘ ΨƘƻƭƭȅ ōŀƭƭǎΩ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ǇŜǊƛƻŘΦ 
 

 
Spring impact at the Blackness Road entrance to the town ς bulb planting, and barrel 
maintenance by Burgh Beautiful, April 2010.  The main town entrance signs were designed by a 
member of Linlithgow Civic Trust/Burgh Beautiful (KL). 
 
Colours and Design ς For the first time, Burgh Beautiful has taken the initiative to 
carefully co-ordinate the nature and colour of the flowers for summer bedding, 
containers and baskets in 2010 (see the list in the left-hand column of this page).  
¢Ƙƛǎ ƭƛǎǘ Ƙŀǎ ŀƭǎƻ ōŜŜƴ ŀŘƻǇǘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ǇƭŀƴǘƛƴƎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƻŦ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
community groups, thus introducing a degree of consistency if not uniformity.  The 
range of colours extends through the range from white, pink and red through to 
purple, with the exception of a celebratory flower bed for the Girl Guides which has 
ōƭǳŜ ŀƴŘ ȅŜƭƭƻǿ Ǉƭŀƴǘǎ ǘƻ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƭƻǳǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ΨмллΩ ƭƻƎƻΦ 
 
Choice of Plants ς Although there is increasing emphasis on permanent planting, it 
is recognised that the general public is particularly attracted to the vivid colours 
which annual plants provide throughout the summer months.  Burgh Beautiful and 
ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ƘŀǾŜ ǘǊƛŜŘ ǘƻ ǎǘǊƛƪŜ ŀ ōŀƭŀƴŎŜ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ΨƻƭŘ ŦŀǾƻǳǊƛǘŜǎΩ ŀƴŘ 
some new plants and varieties.  For the first time, it has been decided to use trailing 
begonias in some of the hanging baskets, and it is hoped that the spiky-looking light 
salmon pink blooms in two main areas at the West Port and The Vennel will 
contrast nicely with the purple surfinias and deeper-coloured geraniums in the 
baskets at both ends of the High Street and in St Ninians Road.  We are also trying 
out lophospernum for the first time as a trailing edging plant for containers, the 
light cream colour contrasting with alternating purple surfinias which of course link 
in with their use in most of the hanging baskets. 
 
As far as winter/spring planting is concerned, the emphasis is on naturalised 
daffodil planting.  Swathes of daffodils stretching for well over a mile along Black-
ness Road provide a stunning spectacle every spring, and there are similar displays 
on the road out to Lanark,  by the canal,  at Friarsbrae,  and  at  numerous  locations 



 

 
Display of exotic tulips at The Vennel, 
April 2010 (RS). 
 
 

  
Herb bed in front of the Health 
Centre, June 2010, featuring (above) 
cistus, wild mignonette, dianthus and 
thyme, and (below) fennel, 
ŀǇƻǘƘŜŎŀǊȅΩǎ ǊƻǎŜΣ ōƻǊŀƎŜΣ ƎŜǊŀƴƛǳƳΣ 
selfheal, chives and allium (HD).  

 
 
 
 

 
Striking circular bed at the West Port, 
August 2009 (WLC). 

around the town.  Tulips provide an attractive May display in most of the central 
flowerbeds as well as the town entry barrels, while local initiatives have included 
planting by school children and local groups of snowdrops and crocuses in various 
locations. 
 
The harsh winter of 2009-2010 destroyed much of the hardy bedding planted by 
Burgh Beautiful, and the following strategy has been adopted for next winter, 
concentrating on the most prominently-situated displays: 

 the planters in the very centre of the town at The Cross planters to be 
planted with decorative short-stemmed tulips, plus 'winter' pansies grown 
by Burgh Beautiful members from seed; 

 the six planters in the western part of the High Street (Brae Court) to be 
planted with red tulips, plus pansies; 

 the flower bed at Low Port to be replanted with polyanthus saved from last 
winter; and 

 the barrels in front of the Star & Garter Hotel at the east end of the High 
Street and the St Ninian's Road barrels to be planted with pansies. 

 
Special Features ς There are a number of special planting features being created for 
2010 ς the special display to commemorate the Battle of Linlithgow Bridge, the new 
ΨŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩ ōŜŘ ŀǘ tǊŜǎǘƻƴ wƻŀŘΣ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜǎ ōŜƛng described 
elsewhere in this portfolio.  Projects worthy of special mention here are as follows. 
 Celebratory Displays ς The annual use by Burgh Beautiful of a large rectangular 

bed at The Vennel to celebrate notable events such as, in the past, the success 
ƻŦ [ƛƴƭƛǘƘƎƻǿ wƻǎŜ C/ ŀƴŘ ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ΨIƻƳŜŎƻƳƛƴƎΩΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΣ ǘƘŜ ōŜŘ 
celebrates the centenary of the Girl Guides, and the Guides have been involved 
in fund-raising, planting, watering and weeding.  At the back of the display is an 
explanatory board, and, within the bed, are two smaller signs showing the 
DǳƛŘŜǎΩ ŦƭŜǳǊ-de-lis logo.  Additionally, Linlithgow Community Council is 
ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƴƎ [ƛƴƭƛǘƘƎƻǿ wƻǎŜ C/Ωǎ нлмл ǘǊƻǇƘƛŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 9h{ /ǳǇ Cƛƴŀƭ ŀƴŘ WǳƴƛƻǊ 
League in the design of its flowerbed at the High Port. 

 Fairtrade Bed ς This ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǳǇƎǊŀŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ΨCŀƛǊǘǊŀŘŜΩ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅ ŀǘ .ƭŀŎƪƴŜǎǎ 
Road by Burgh Beautiful to include box hedging and a camomile lawn (the town 
gained Fair Trade status in 2004).  See Section A2.  

 Herb bed ς A few years ago, Burgh Beautiful also involved the Girl Guides in 
redesigning the overgrown shrubbery in front of the Health Centre to create a 
herb garden.  With the help of a parent, Breda Sneddon, a range of culinary and 
medicinal herbs was planted, and this continues to be maintained by Burgh 
Beautiful.  Hanging within the Health Centre is an explanatory board about the 
herbs, painted by a Burgh Beautiful member. 

 
 

 
Council bedding/planters, and hanging baskets sponsored for summer 2009 by the Rotary Club 
ƻŦ [ƛƴƭƛǘƘƎƻǿ ŀƴŘ .ƻΩƴŜǎǎ, August 2009 (WLC). 
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Above and below: Striking summer 
and spring bedding in the triangular 
ōŜŘ ŀǘ {ǘ WƻƘƴΩǎ !ǾŜƴǳŜΦ  Lƴ ǘƘŜ 
centre of the bed, the planting of 
Amalenchier Canadensis gives 
autumn colour, berries, and a 
contrast with spring and summer 
bedding, May and June 2010 (RS).  

 
 
 
Right: Newly planted bed (by Burgh 
Beautiful) at the Low Port Centre, 
June 2010 (CS). 
 
 

 
Bellis in Linlithgow Bridge barrels, 
March 2009 (TO). 
 
 

 
Fairtrade bed, Blackness Road, mix of 
permanent and annual planting, June 
2010 (RS). 
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Presentation ς [ƛƴƭƛǘƘƎƻǿΩǎ ŦƭƻǊŀƭ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅǎ ƳŀƪŜ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ Ƴƻǎǘ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƳŜǘƘƻŘǎ ƻŦ 
presentation, including flowerbeds and borders, planters, barrels and hanging 
baskets on lampposts and purpose-provided poles.  At The Vennel is an impressive 
central hanging basket feature which considerably enhances the environment of 
the surrounding Council and ex-Council flats.  In the High Street, a programme to 
replace incongruous concrete planters with black metal ones is due to be 
completed this year.  The barrels in the railway station, at most town entrances, in 
front of the Star & Garter Hotel, at The Maltings, and in Linlithgow Bridge, all 
maintained by Burgh Beautiful, reflect ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿƴΩǎ ŦƻǊƳŜǊ ǿƘƛǎƪȅ-distilling industry.  
Major bedding maintained by the Council at Learmonth Gardens, the Low Port and 
ŀǘ {ǘ WƻƘƴΩǎ !ǾŜƴǳŜ ƛǎ ŎƻƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘŜŘ ōȅ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎŀƭƭȅ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ŦƭƻǿŜǊōŜŘǎ 
kept by Burgh Beautiful, all as listed in Appendix One.  Complementing these are 
the window boxes on the County Buildings, and the impressive floral displays on 
some of the pub frontages. 
 

 
 
Innovation ς New approaches over the past years have included: 
 the more adventurous, but more consistent, approach to summer planting as 

outlined above; 
 more permanent planting, including a chamomile lawn, to replace annuals; 
 the incorporation of a major public artwork into the heatherbed/grassed area 

at the West Port; 
 tƘŜ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ ΨƘƻƭƭȅ ōŀƭƭǎΩ ŀǎ ŀƴ ŀƭǘŜǊƴŀǘƛǾŜ ǘƻ ƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ ōŀǎƪŜǘǎΤ ŀƴŘ  
 introduction of simple sculptural features into community displays. 

 
 

A2. Horticultural Practice 
 
Cultivation and Maintenance ς All of the Burgh Beautiful displays are maintained as 
required by the volunteers, except that the 50 hanging baskets are being watered 
this year by a contractor appointed by Burgh Beautiful.  The planting and 
installation of these baskets was undertaken ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴΩǎ ōŜƘŀƭŦ by a local 
nursery (South Logie) which had successfully filled them last summer and winter for 
ǘƘŜ wƻǘŀǊȅ /ƭǳō ƻŦ [ƛƴƭƛǘƘƎƻǿ ϧ .ƻΩƴŜǎǎΦ  CƻǊ Ŧuture seasons, Burgh Beautiful will 
co-ordinate and organise the filling, installation and watering of the baskets, but 
most of the costs will be met by sponsorship by local businesses, groups and 
individuals who/which will be able to advertise their contribution in small plaques 
(see representation of Burgh Beautiful plaque on page 3).  The Town Management 
Group is keen that there is the flexibility to use local volunteers to water the 
baskets in future years and is considering the purchase of a 900-litre (200-gallon) 
bowser (water tank trailer).  For this year at least, the Council is watering its own 32 
baskets. 
 
Although many Burgh Beautiful members transport large quantities of water as 
required, some sites are favoured with nearby residents or premises which are 
willing to allow use of suitable taps ς this is greatly appreciated.  See Section B2 for 
details of compost and fertiliser use. 



 

 
Permanent planting at the Regent 
Centre, April 2010 (RS). 
 
 

 
Burgh Beautiful heather bed, 
Blackness Road, April 2010.  Well-
ƪŜǇǘ ƎǊƻǳƴŘǎ ƻŦ {ǘ aƛŎƘŀŜƭΩǎ w/ 
Church in the background. (RS). 
 
 

 
Mixed Burgh Beautiful bed at the 
West Port with recently-added 
summer bedding, June 2010 (RS). 
 
 

  
Above and below: ΨYŜŜǇ [ƛƴƭƛǘƘƎƻǿ 
¢ƛŘȅΩ ōŜŘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ and after permanent 
and annual planting, April 2009 (CS) 
and June 2010 (RS).  

 

Source of Plants ς For the past two years, it has proved most economical for the 
ōǳƭƪ ƻŦ .ǳǊƎƘ .ŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭΩǎ ōŜŘŘƛƴƎ Ǉƭŀƴǘǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜŘ ƛƴ ōǳƭƪ ŦǊƻƳ tŜƴǘƭŀƴŘ 
Plants via the Council, to take advantage ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘǘŜǊΩǎ ǉǳŀƴǘƛǘȅ ŘƛǎŎƻǳƴǘǎΦ  For 
winter planting, Burgh Beautiful members are growing plants from seed, and re-
using healthy plants from last winter.  Every year, we reconsider the extent to 
which we should grow our own summer bedding plants, depending on the 
economics and practicalities. 
 
Sustainability ς Burgh Beautiful is undertaking the gradual introduction of 
permanent planting, as appropriate for the location, and this has been successful in 
reducing the number of bedding plants, but not the visual impact.  This trend is 
demonstrated in the following examples. 
 Fairtrade Bed at Blackness Road ς The 400 annuals in the 2009 planting 

scheme were recognised as wasteful of natural resources and therefore not 
environmentally sustainable.  For 2010, the Fairtrade logo was to have been re-
created using perennials ς the blue-coloured component of the logo was to be 
represented by a dwarf, compact lavender which is well-scented and attractive 
to bees, but these succumbed to the harsh winter and have been replaced by 
annuals for now.  However, the yellow/green component is made up from a 
chamomile lawn, grown from seed, while box hedging provides an enclosing 
ring and ophiopogon, the third major disc component, is already established; 

 Beds in Front of the Regent Centre ς These were established as mainly 
ǇŜǊƳŀƴŜƴǘ ǇƭŀƴǘƛƴƎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƻǳǘǎŜǘΣ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ōŜŘŘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŦǊƻƴǘ 
of the nearby Low Port Primary School is complemented by permanent 
planting, mainly of shrubs, maintained by Burgh Beautiful; 

 Bed adjacent to Low Port Centre - Beech hedging is already established as a 
backdrop; some herbaceous perennials have been established for 2010; 

 Heather Beds ς The heather bed at Blackness Road provides abundant colour in 
early spring and in autumn, as does a Council-maintained heather bed at the 
other end of the town centre at the West Port. 

 

 
Mixed permanent planting by Burgh Beautiful brightens up a prominent corner in the Braehead 
local authority housing area, May 2010 (TO). 
 
New Planting ς There have been three principal areas of completely new planting 
over the past year.  Firstly, a new bed has been created at Preston Road as part of a 
community planting scheme organised by Burgh Beautiful (see Section A3).  
{ŜŎƻƴŘƭȅΣ ǘƘŜ Ψ.ŀǘǘƭŜ ƻŦ [ƛƴƭƛǘƘƎƻǿ .ǊƛŘƎŜΩ ƎǊoup is developing a memorial garden 
around the Lennox Cairn (see Section B3), and, thirdly, West Lothian Council has 
ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜƭȅ ǊŜƛƴǎǘŀǘŜŘ ŀƴ ŀǊŜŀ ƻŦ ǇƭŀƴǘƛƴƎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ΨYŜŜǇ [ƛƴƭƛǘƘƎƻǿΩ ǎƛƎƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
High Street with permanent heather and conifers to the rear, and bedding to the 
front. 
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