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INTRODUCTION

This portfolio is primarily aimed at informing the judges in the 2010 Beautiful
Scotland awards scheme, but also acts as areview of environmental
achievements to date. After the introductory sections, itaisangal to fully
addressthe headingsunder which the Beautiful Scotlanddges will make their
assessmentthus some degree of repetition is inevitable KA & A a [ Ay f A (K
submission for a Beautiful Scotland award.

The Royal Burgh of Linlithgow

MyfAGKI2s Aa | KAAG2NRO G26yx &adNY 4GS
between Edinburgh Glasgow and Stirling Dramatically situated between
Linlithgow Loch and the rising ground to the south, the town was first mentioned in
acharter of 1138 ad created a RoyaluBgh in 1389. Its royal palace gave the town

a prominent role in Scottish history and, by the 15th and 16th centuries, Linlithgow
had reached the peak of its influence, prosperity and architectural achievement.
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The ancient burgh seal of Linlithgow.

I Y2RSNY AyuGsS
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used on street nameplates (JA).

Linlithgow Iace ad Loch (CS). '
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coastal trading monopoly led to a decline in its fortunes, although its role as the
county town of Linlithgowshire or West Lothian, plus leather, distilling and
papermaking industries, sustaingtie canmunity over the following centuries.
The Union Canal, opened in 1822, briefly provided transport from the coalfields and
quarries of West Lothian to Edinburgh and Glasgow. With the opening of the
railway in 1842, the canal went into decline but has besrived in recent times by

the British WaterwaysBoard and a local volunteer groughg Linlithgow Union
Canal Socie)yand now provides an excellent and attractive amenity for the town.

The loch and the surrounding Peel, managed by Historic Scotlamdnamportant

part of Linlithgow life, popular for walking, fishing and sailinthe silhouette of
[AYEAGKAZ2g t+EFOS | yRwith its madarOdpireSdrman t | N
iconic nationallyrecognisedmagewhich has been adopted as part of the dofpr

the Burgh Beautiful campaign The town traditionally had two coats of arms
reflecting the two sides of the burgh sealne depicting St Michaedlayingthe
dragonand the other depicting black hunting dog, the waters of the loch and an
oak tree fom which bark was taken for tanning. The dog on the seal gave rise to
the local legenaf the Black BitchBoth images can be seen in many places around
the town. Peopleborn in Linlithgowd y 2 4 LISNXKI LJA ¢ARSY SR (2
Hospital in Livington)are proud to be known a#lackbitcheQ

Today, Linlithgow is a popular dormitory town with electronics and public
administration as its main sources of employment. Such is its popularity as a place
to live, the population has risen from 4,5701051 to13,370at the most recent
census in 2001, since when planning policies and lack of infrastructure have
curtailed growth. The town supports a notably wide variety of clubs, societies and
voluntary organisations.

Burgh Beautiful

Burgh Beautifuls an environmental campaign establishegl Linlithgow Civic Trust
in 2004 with the aim of maintaining and improving the local environmentinial
public meeting attractd about 50 participantand led to the creation of aeering
group of about tenpeople (which functions as a St@ommittee of Linlithgow Civic
Trust)and a number of group and individual volunteers.

7]

Burgh Beautiful and West Lothia@ouncilwork together in close coperation to

make Linlithgow a cleaner, brighter and more welcomitere for both residents

and visitors. Floral displays around the town, together with well kept parks and
green spaces, combine with the recreational amenitiesinfithgowLoch ancthe

Union Canal to make Linlithgow an attractive towwWest Lothian Couwil and the
recently-established Linlithgow Climate Challenge groupvemeking successfully to
promote recycling, composting and greater awareness of |i@dall five primary
schools and Linlithgowwcademyhave achieved successtie EceSchools Awals.
Working with community iups interested individualsind the schoolsthe Burgh
Beautiful campaign aims to encourage a greater awareness of the landscape and



New circular logo for the Burgh
Beautiful campaign, already used for
markers indicatingits sponsorshlp of

Y2alG 2F (UKS (26yQ éndwld?ﬂgrme)mger% of kinlithgew Civic Tr(ist 162 householdsyhich represents a
for summer 2010 (NS).

Sunset over Linlithgow Loch,
November 2009, showing the
silhouette of parish church and
palace which has been adopteas

the basic logo of Burgh Beautiful for a
number of yeas (RS).

al Al
Kirkgate, Linlithgow, May 2009, (CS).

built environment, and increase civic pride our historic town. Both.inlithgow

Civic Trust and Burgh Beautiful are represented on the Linlithgow and Linlithgow
Bridge Town Management Group and; a result, have been influential on such
YFGGSNB Fa GKS AYONRRdzOGAZY 2F WKSNAIQGI
selection and location of street furniture including planters, the establishment of a
new heritage trail, and the upgrading ofettpublic realm with Caithness stone.

Progress over the Past Year _ o o
b ad adzyYSNRa | OKAS@GSYSyd 2F | {Af @SN
encouraging basis fothe re-establishment of Burgh Beautiful as an active
campaign A well-attended special meetig ofLinlithgowCivic Trust on 29 October
2009 decided that Burgh Beautiful would remain as an integral part of the Trust.
¢KS OFYLIAIYyQa aGSSNAYy3I INRdzLI 61 & AYY!
Ron Smith as chairman, John Carswell ascha@man and Chris Long as secretary
plus seven other members At present, there are24 volunteers specifically
registeredwith Burgh Beautiful, but the campaign has calltbe assistance of 238

APSteée KAITK LINPLRNIAZ2Y 2F GKS (2gy

The revitalised Burgh Beautiful was immediately focussed on fund raising, with a
particularly secessful Advent Fair rafflemassingnearly £1,00Q0 A regster of all
significant planted areas in the town, identifying maintenance responsibility, is now
maintained(see Appendix | YR . dzZNBK . S| dzi A T dzive®ed H J
ordered via the Council in order to achieve economies of scale. Burgh fBkauti
funding the plantinginstallationand wateringz ¥ pn 2F (KA A& &dzY Y
oLaisSua Ay {4 bAYAlIyQa w2l Rand @Kl®w & S
Port/Blackness Roadind this sponsorshifs marked and publicised by logo discs
between the baskets, kindljunded by means ofdisbursemens from the three

local councillors We are also taking on the -oodination of communityand
businesssponsorship of the baskets over future winter and summer seasadims.

spring and early summer of 2010veeseen the access of the annual spring clean
event, the annual fundaising dog show, the annual plant sale and the finsa
planned series of community planting events.

The Role of West Lothian Council

West Lothian Council partners and assists Biegh Beauful campaign in several
ways, aiming to engage all sections of the community in the enhancement of
Linlithgow ¢ KS / 2 dzy OA,fréads andf lighfingafficels have been
instrumental in many of the recent environmental initiative§-hrough its Land
Sevices and dedicatedNeighbourhood Ewmironment Teamof three staff, the
Councilprovides the backizL] F 2 NJ {afn8al sprihg ofe@réhe formation of
new areas of planting and the involvement of schools in combating litter. The
tidiness of the town iO2y aA RSN} 6f & FlIOAtAGFGISR o8
ground maintenance and street cleansinyinctions, and theNeighbourhood
Environment Teamacts asa rapid response unitjealing quickly with enquiries and
issues raised bynembers of the publiccommunity groups and local councillors.
The teamcan becontaced through a freephone nmber, aiming to respond within
three working daysor 24 hours if the complaint relates to the removal of offensive
graffiti. Its key duties relate to:
wthe removd of graffiti
w apiremoval of litter and fly tipping
w erbval of abandoned vehicles
w antiscape improvement works
w m8rgency repairs to hargtanding areasand
w artdering community groups in improvement projects.
The availability of the Neighbourlaml Environment Team has been particularly
successful in maintaining and improving the character and appearance of
[AYyEAGOKIZ2G D ¢ KS [/ 2 dzy OAnbir@rimenfal- ByifRrcefnebtNId A
Officers whoissue fixed penalty notices for environmentadffences such as
littering, fly tipping, graffiti dog fouling and fly posting. Vhalso have an
educational liaison role between schools and the publidl of the Council staff
involvedvery much enjoyelping toimprovethe town and are positively motived
by the positive feedback receiddrom the public.
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CHOICE OF PLANTS, SECTION AHORTICULTURACHIEVEMENT

SUMMER 2010

Hanging Baskets (Burgh Beautiful AMBM[gg[ofz[e];

50

pe)tunia Surfinia Giant Purple There are around 50 planted areas featuresin Linlithgow, details of which are
Bacopa Snowflake white (similar ~ given in the table in Agmdix 1 and the accompanying map. These range in scale
to Bahia Blanca below) from small groups of barrels to large swathes of daffodils, andaeledistributed

Geranium Zonal Sidonia (similar to throughout the town.

FEEe (R126 (L eler) Burgh Beautiful itselhasdirect responsibility forapproximately 10flowerbeds or
Hanging Baskets (West Lothian  horticultural displays 55 barrels and planters, andas from summer 201050

Council 32) hanging baskets. Over the winter24 of the baskets wer planted with winter
Begonia F1 lllumination (trailing) 6 SRRAY 3% | yR Hc KIR WK2tf& olffaQ 20SNJ
salmon pink

Bacopa Bahia Blanca

Geranium Pentland Apple Blossom

Edges of planters

Petunia Surfinia Giant Purple
Petunia Surfinia White

Bacopa Bahia Blanca
Lophospernum Summer Cream
Lobelia Trailing Fountain Crimson

General Beddingncluding centres
of planters

Alyssum Golf White

Aster Roundabout Mixed
Begonia Semperflorens F1 Bada
Boom scarlet (bronze leaf)
Begonia F1 NoeBtop Bright Rose
Cineraria Cirrus

Cosmos Sonata Carmine
Fuchsia Deep Purple
(white/purple)

Geranium Pentland Apple Blossomv' N
Geranium Pentland Hot Pink

Lobelia Cambridge Blue bedding* .V
Lobelia Rosamund bedding Spring impact at the Blackness Road eartce to the towng bulb plantlng and barrel

. maintenance by Burgh Beautiful, April 2010@:he main town entrance signs were desigghby a
I\Pﬂéa'[tgr]](i)zlidFlzlrleDrghr':I:neclroMYu(IEtIii‘(IJg\r,*a member of Linlithgow Civic Trust/Burgh Beautif(KL)
blue NBR YR W@SH
Nicotiana F1 Saratoga lime
Salvia Splendens Mojave

8o§oﬁrs and Desigq For the first time, Burgh Beautiful has taken the initiative to
carefully ceordinate the nature and colour of the flowers for summer bedding,
containers and baskets in 20 (see the list in the lethand columnof this pagé.
*Non-themecoloursrelateto ¢ KA & fAad KI Ffaz2z 0SSy IR2LISR F2NJ (K
WDdzA RSQ 0SSR i c¢derhmunify grdupd, thus mtroducmg a degree of consistency if not uniforriibe

range of colours extends throughe range from white, pink and red through to
purple, with the exception of a celebratory flower bed for the Girl Guides which has
0fdzS FYyR @Sfttz2¢ LIIydGa G2 NBTFtSOG G(KS ¢
Choice of Plantg Although there is increasing emphasis permanent planting, it

is recognised that the general public is particularly attracted to the vivid colours
which annual plants provide throughout the summer months. Burgh Beautiful and
GKS /2dzy OAft KIFI @S GNRS 02 atimNATISO2 dzN- (f ¢
some new plants and varietie§.or the first time, it has been decided to use trailing
begonias in some of the hanging baskets, and it is hoped that the-lgmking light

salmon pink blooms in two main areas at the West Port and Téwené&l will
contrast nicely with the purple surfinias and deem®loured geraniums in the
baskets at both ends of the High Street and in St Ninians Road. We are also trying
out lophospernum for the first time as a trailing edging plant for containers, the
light cream colour contrasting with alternating purple surfinias whitlourse link

in with their use in most of the hanging baskets.

Winter planting in hanging baskets ~ As far as winter/spring planting is concerned, the emphasis is on naturalised

on recentlyerectedheritage lamp daffodil planting. Swathes of daffodésretching forwell overa mile along Blaek

posts at Low Port, April 201(RS) ness Road provide a stunning spectacle every spring, and there are similar displays
onthe roadout to Lanark,by the canal,at Friarsbrae,and at numerous locations
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Display of exotic tulips at The Venhe
April 2010(RS)

Herb bed in front of the Health
Centre,June201Q featuring (above)
cistus, wild mignonette, dianthus and
thyme, and (below¥ennel,

F L2 GKSOF NEQE NRaSH

selfheal, chives and alliur(HD)
R vy

Striking circularbed at the West Port,
August 2009 (WLC).

around the town. Tulips provide an attractive May display in most of the central
flowerbeds as well as the town entry barrelshile local initiatives have included
planting by school children and local groupssnbwdrops and crocuses in various
locations.

The harsh winter of 2062010 destroyed much of the hardy bedding planted by
Burgh Beautiful, and the following strategy has been adopted for next winter,
concentrating on the most prominentfituated displays
e theplanters in the very centre of the town at TRegoss planters to be
planted with decorative shorstemmed tulips, plus ‘winter' pansiggsown
by Burgh Beautifumembers from seed;
¢ the six planterén the western part of the High Stredérae Couitto be
planted with red tulips, plus pansies
o the flower bed at Low Port to be replanted with polyanthus saved from last
winter; and
¢ the barrels in front of thé&tar & GarteHotel at the east end of the High
Streetandthe St Ninian's Road barrels to be pled with pansies.

Special Featureg There are a number of special planting features being created for

2010¢ the special display to commemorate the Battle of Linlithgow Bridge, the new

wo?2 Y'Y dzy A GéQ 60SR |G tNBadGz2y wz2rdglescribey R

elsewhere in this portfolioProjects worthy of special mention here aas follows.

e Celebratory Display¢ Theannual use by Burgh Beautiful ofemderectangular
bed at The Venndb celebrate notable events such as, in the past, the ssgce
2F [AYyftAGKI2s w2asS C/ FyR flLada &St
celebrates the centenary of the Girl Guides, and the Guides have been involved
in fundraising, planting, watering and weeding. At the back of the display is an
explanatory boardand, within the bed, are two smaller signs showing the
D dzA R S a-@e-lis fidgce dAdditionally, Linlithgow Community Council is
OSt SoNYGAY3T [AYyEAGKIAZ2s w2aS C/ Qa HAW
League in the design of its flowerbed at thehiHRprt.

e Fairtrade Bedg Thisé S| delJANI RAYy 3 2F GKS WCIF AN
Road by Burgh Beautiful to include box hedging ananaoenile lawn(the town
gained Fair Trade status in 2Q00&eeSection A2

e Herb bed¢ A few years ago, Burgh Bedutialso involved the Girl Guides in
redesigning the wergrown shrubbery in front of the Health Centeecreate a
herb garden With the help of a parent, Breda Sneddon, a range of culinary and
medicinal herbs was planted, arttlis continues to bemaintaned by Birgh
Beautiful. Hanging whin the Health Centre is an explanatory board about the
herbs, painted by a Burgh Beautifuember.

Council bedding/plantersand hanging baskets sponsored for summer 2009 by the Rotary Club
2F [ AYyf AUK3IAHusi2QORWLCRE Qy Sa a
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Above and belowStrlklngsummer
andspring bedding in the triangular
0SSR i {d wW2KyQa
centreof the bed the planting of
Amalenchier Canadensis gives
autumn colour, berries, and a
contrast with spring and smmer
bedding, Mayand June2010 (RS).

Right: Newly planted bed (by Burgh
Beautiful) at the Low Port Centre,
June 2010 (CS).

Bellis in Linlithgow Bridge barrels,
March 2009 (TO).

Fairtrade bed BIacknessRoad mix of

permanent and annual plarihg, June
2010 (Rp
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Presentationc[ Ayf AGKI26Qa Ff2NIf RAALXF&a YI ]
presentation, including flowerbeds and borders, planters, barrels and hanging
baskets on lampposts and purpepeovided poles. At The Venrislan impressive

central hanging basket feature which considerably enhances the environment of
the surrounding Council and «©ouncil flats. In the High Street, a programme to
replace incongruous concrete planters with black metal ones is due to be
compkted this year.The barrels in the railway station, at most town entrances, in
front of the Star & Garter Hotel, at The Maltings, and in Linlithgow Bridge, all
maintained by Burgh Beautiful, refle6tK S (12 6y Q& -disllNgrirididkiryg K A &
Major bedding maintained by the Council at Learmonth Gardens, the Low Port and
Fa {d W2KyQa ! @Sysz Aa O2YLX SYSY(GSR 0¢
kept by Burgh Beautiful, all as listed in Appendix One. Complementing these are
the window boxes on the dlinty Buildings, and the impressive floral displays on
some of the pub frontages.

Innovation ¢ New approaches over the past years have included:

e the more adventurous, but more consistent, approach to summer planting as
outlined above;
more permanent nting, including a chamomile lawio replace annuals;
the incorporation of a major public artwork into the heatherbed/grassed area
at the West Port;
tKS dzaS 2F WwWKz2ffe oFlffaqQ +ta Iy |fdSNyI
introduction of simple sculptural feéares into community displays.

A2. Horticultural Practice

Cultivation and Maintenance All of the Burgh Beautifulisplays are maintained as
required by the volunteers, except that the 50 hanging basketsbameg watered

this year by a contractorappanted by Burgh Beautiful The planting and
installation of these baskets was undertakeny G KS OF YLliyabeaQa o
nursery (South Logieyhich had successfully filled them last summer and winter for
GKS w20l NB /[ fdzo 27F [uthrg $edsins Ba@rgh Beautifulavid y S &
co-ordinate and organise the filling, installation and watering of the baskets, but
most of the costs will be met by sponsorship by local businesses, groups and
individuals who/which will be able to advertise their cahtrtion in small plaques

(see representation of Burgh Beautiful plaque on page 3). The Town Management
Group is keen thathere isthe flexibility to use local volunteers to water the
baskets in future years and is considering the purchase 3fditre (200-gallon)

bowser (water tank trailer) For this year at least, theouncilis watering its own 32
baskets

Although many Burgh Beautiful members transport large quantities of water as
required, some sites are favoured with nearby residents or premigléish are
willing to allow use o$uitabletapsq this is greatly appreciated. S&ection R for
details of compost and fertiliser use.



Sourceof Plantsq For the past two years, it has proved most economical for the
odzZA 1 2F . dzNHK . S}t dzuA?dzf Qa oSRRA)/EI L |
Plants via the Council, to take advantagef (G KS € I (G S NX &Forlj dzl
winter planting, Burgh Beautiful members are growing plants from seed re

using healthy plants from last winterEvery year, & reconsider the extent to
which we shouldgrow our own summer bedding plants, depding on the
economics and practicalities.

Sustainability ¢ Burgh Beautiful is undertaking the gradual introduction of
permanent planting, as appropriate for the location, and this has been successful in
reducing the number of bedding plants, but not thesual impact. This trend is
demonstrated in the following examples.

o Fairtrade Bed at Blackness RoadThe 400 annuals in the 2009 planting
scheme were recognised as wasteful of natural resources and therefore not
environmentally sustainableFor 2010, lhe Fairtrade logavasto havebeen re
created using perennialsthe bluecoloured component of the logo vgdo be
represented by a dwarf, compact lavender which is swedinted and attractive
to bees but these succumbed to the harsh winter anave beerreplaced by
annuals for now However, he yellow/green component is made up from a
chamomile lawn, grown from seed, while box hedging provides an enclosing
ring and ophiopogon, the third major disc component, is already established,;

e Beds in Front of the &gent Centreq These were established as mainly
LISNXY I ySyd LIXFyadgAaya 4G GKS 2dziaSiz o
of the nearby Low Port Primary School is complemented by permanent
planting, mainly of shrubs, maintained by Burgh Beautiful;

' e Bedadjacent to Low Port Centre Beech hedgings already established as a

Burgh Beautiful heather bed, backdrop someherbaceous perennialsave been established for 2010;

Blackness Road, Apri020. Welk o Heather Bdsc¢ The heather bed at Blackness Road provides abuncidatr in

LSLi 3INRdzyRa 2F {0 aardyfspring 8rtni duitumn, as does Eounciimaintained heather bed at the

Church in the backgroundRS). other end of the town centrat the West Port

Permanent Inting t the Regent
Centre, April 2010 (RS).

Mixed Burgh Beautiful bed at the
West Port with recentlyadded
summer bedding, June 2010 (RS).

Mixed permanent planting by Brgh Beautiful brightens up a prominent corner in the Braehead

. A Iqcal authont housing areaMay 2010 (TO
Above and belowWY S S LI [ ;\yt(}\ 13/ g areaiay (TO).

¢ AREQ 0 &R after peFr2aneit N _ .

and amual planting, April 2009(CS) ew Plantingc There have beethree principal areasf completely new planting

and June 2010 (RS) over the past year. Firstly, a new bed has been created at Preston Road as part of &
T o TR community planting scheme organised by Burgh Beautiful (see Section A3).

{SO2yRfeéz GKS W. I {{bpSs devélopipghayhferdiid gagien

around the Lennox Cairn (see Section B3), and, thirdly, West Lothian Council has

O2YLX SiSte NBAyadlriSR Iy IINBF 2F LIty

High Street with permanent heather and conifers to tleam, and bedding to the

front.
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